T HE E LEMENTS OF S TATE I NSTABILITY

Prasat Phra Viharn ปราสาท/เขาพระวิหาร –
Preah Vihear เปรี ยะฮ์วเิ หี ยร์
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HRH Prince Ditsawarakuman, Prince Damrong Rajanubhab

สมเด็จพระเจ้ าบรมวงศ์ เธอ
กรมพระยาดํารงราชานุภาพ
June 21, 1862‐December 1, 1943
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Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site
 On July 8, 2008, the World Heritage
Committee decide to add Prasat Preah
Vihear, along with 26 other sites, to the
World Heritage Site list, despite several
protests from Thailand, since the map
implied Cambodian ownership of
disputed land next to the temple.
 As the process of Heritage‐listing began, Cambodia
announced its intention to apply for World Heritage
inscription by UNESCO.
 Thailand protested that it should be a joint‐effort and
UNESCO deferred debate at its 2007 meeting.
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Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site
 Following this, both Cambodia and
Thailand were in full agreement that
Preah Vihear Temple had
“Outstanding Universal Value” and
should be inscribed on the World
Heritage List as soon as possible.
 The two nations agreed that Cambodia should propose
the site for formal inscription on the World Heritage List
at the 32nd session of the World Heritage Committee in
2008 with the active support of Thailand.
 This led to a redrawing of the map of the area for
proposed inscription, leaving only the temple and its
immediate environs.
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Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site
 However, Thailand’s political
opposition launched an attack on this
revised plan, claiming the inclusion
of Preah Vihear could nevertheless
“consume” the overlapping disputed
area near the temple.
 In response to the political pressure at home, the Thai
government withdraw its formal support for the listing
of Preah Vihear Temple as a World Heritage site.
 Cambodia continued with the application for World
Heritage status and, despite official Thai protests, on
July, 2008, Preah Vihear Temple was inscribed on the
list of World Heritage sites.
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Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site
 The renewed national boundary dispute since 2008
has been a reminder that despite the World Heritage
ideals of conservation for all humanity, operating a
World Heritage site often requires use of national
authority at odds with the local cultures and natural
diversity of the landscape.
 Prior to the listing, Cambodia
considered Preah Vihear to be part of a
Protected Landscape (IUCN category V),
defined as “Nationally significant
natural and semi‐natural landscapes
which must be maintained to provide
opportunities for recreation.”
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Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site
 However, category V is generally defined as “Land,
with coast and seas as appropriate, where the
interaction of people and nature over time has
produced an area of distinct character with
significant aesthetic, cultural and /or ecological
value, and often with high biological diversity.
 Safeguarding the
integrity of this
traditional interaction is
vital to the protection,
maintenance and
evolution of such area.”
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Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site
 During the People’s Alliance for Democracy’s seizure of
Suvarnabhumi Airport, future Thai Foreign Minister
Kasit Piromya reportly called Cambodian Prime
Minister in a 2008 television interview “crazy” and
“nak leng” (commonly translated as “gangster”).
 While elephant hunting in the
vicinity of Preah Vihear was
touched upon in the
International Court of Justice
proceedings, the world Heritage
plans overlook local culture and
species protection to facilitate
national revenues from tourism.
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Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site
 One international law professor has urged that practically
calls for laying aside exclusive sovereignty in favor of an
“international peace park.”
 A scholarly article concurs in concluding: “Since Thailand
and Cambodia have brought only blood and bitterness to
this place, it might be desirable to preserve it from both.
 It could be given back to nature and
the indigenous peoples, to be
managed cooperatively between the
two governments in equal
partnership with local communities,
as a transborder Protected
Landscape‐Anthropological Reserve
(IUCN category V and old category
VII).”
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Preah Vihear as a World Heritage Site

 Given the massing troops in 2008, perhaps such a
transborder reserve would create not only a
demilitarized buffer zone in which any future
demarcation can be amicably undertaken, but a
recognition of the added ecological and cultural
aspects of an area which both Cambodia and
Thailand may still save from the destructive and
exploitative impacts of rapid development so often
suffered in other ASEAN
countries.
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Dispute over ownership since 2008
 The ongoing conflict between Cambodia and Thailand
over land adjoining the site has led to periodic
outbreaks of violence.
 A military clash occurred in October 2008. In April
2009, 66 stones at the temple allegedly were
damaged by Thai soldiers firing across the border.
 In February 2010, the Cambodian
government filed a formal letter of
complaint with Google Maps for
depicting the natural watershed as the
international border instead of the line
shown on the 1907 French map used by
the International Court of Justice in 1962.
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 In February 2011, when Thai officials were in Cambodia
negotiating the dispute, Thai and Cambodia troops clashed,
resulting in injuries and deaths on both sides. Artillery
bombardment in the area occurred during the conflict.
 The Cambodian government has claimed that damages
occurred to the temple.
 However, a UNESCO mission to the site to determine the
extent of the damage indicates that the destruction is a
result of both Cambodian and Thai gunfire.

 Since February 4, both sides
have used artillery against each
other, and both blame the other
for starting the violence.
Apirak Kanchanakongkha

14

 On February 5, Cambodia had
formally complained in a letter to the
U.N. “The recent Thai military actions
violate the 1991 Paris Peace Accord,
U.N. Charter and a 1962 judgment
from the International Court of
Justice”, the letter claims.
 February 6, the Cambodian government claimed that
the temple had been damaged. Cambodia’s military
commander said: “A wing of our Preah Vihear temple has
collapsed as a direct result of the Thai artillery
bombardment”.
 However, Thai sources spoke only of mirror damage,
claimed that Cambodia soldiers had fired from within the
temple.
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 ASEAN, to which both states belong, has
offered to mediate over the issue. However,
Thailand has insisted that bilateral discussions
could better solve the issue.
 On February 5, the rightwing People’s Alliance
for Democracy called for the resignation of
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva for “falling to
defend the nation’s sovereignty”.
 An UNESCO World Heritage convention held in Paris in June
2011 determined to accept Cambodia’s management
proposal for the temple.
 As a consequence, Thailand withdrew from the event, with
the Thai representative explaining, “We withdraw to say we
do not accept any decision from this meeting.”
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 Following a February 2011 request
from Cambodia for Thai military
forces to be ordered out of the area,
judges of the International Court of
Justice by a vote of 11 – 5 ordered
that both countries immediately
withdraw their military forces, and
further imposed restrictions on their
police forces.
 The court said its ruling would not prejudice any final ruling
on the where in the area between Thailand and Cambodia
should fall.
 It could take the court many months or even years to reach
that decision.
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 Following a February 2011 request
from Cambodia for Thai military
forces to be ordered out of the area,
judges of the International Court of
Justice by a vote of 11 – 5 ordered
that both countries immediately
withdraw their military forces, and
further imposed restrictions on their
police forces.
 The court said its ruling would not prejudice any final ruling
on the where the border in the area between Thailand and
Cambodia should fall.
 It could take the court many months or even years to reach
that decision.
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 Abhisit Vejjajiva (caretaker Prime
Minister since the just‐concluded
Thai general election, 2011) said
that Thai soldiers will not pull out
from the disputed area until the
military of both countries agree on
the mutual withdrawal.
 It depends on the two sides to come together and talk,” he
said, suggesting that an existing joint border committee
would be the appropriate place to plan a coordinated
pullback.
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Khmer Krom
 The Khmer Krom are Khmer people
living in the Mekong Delta and the
Lower Mekong River area.
 Total population 1,055,174 in
Vietnam.
 Many independent NGOs report that
the human rights of the Khmer Krom
are being violated by the Vietnamese
government Khmer Krom are
reportedly forced to adopt
Vietnamese family names and speak
Vietnamese language.
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Thai Diaspora (ไทยพลัดถิ่น)

ชาวไทยมุสลิมหมู่บ้านเซอดะร์
Kotabaru Kelantan Malaysia

• Siem Koh Kong
• Thai Tanaosri/Tanintharyi ไทย
พลัดถิ่นเขตตะนาวศรี
• Thai Kyaing tong ไทยพลัดถิ่นเชียงตุง
• Thai yodia ไทยโยเดีย
• Malaysian Siam/Orang Siam
มาเลเซียเชื ้อสายไทย
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Siem Koh Kong / Thai Koh Kong
prachathai.com/journal/2012/02/39041
• Prachuabkirikan
(ประจวบคีรีขนั ธ์)
Prachankiriketr (ปั จจันตคีรี
เขตร์ )
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Malaysia
Pre-split

Coat of arms of Malaysia

Apirak Kanchanakongkha

23

Malaysia #1/
 During the late 18th and 19th centuries,
Great Britain established colonies and
protectorates in area of current
Malaysia; these were occupied by Japan
from 1942 to 1945 (2485‐2488 B.E.)
 In 1948, the British‐ruled territories on the Malay
Peninsula except Singapore formed the Federation of
Malaya, which became independent in 1957(2500 B.E.).
 Malaysia was formed in 1963 (2506 B.E.) when the
former British colonies of Singapore as well as Sabah
and Sarawak on the northern coast of Borneo joined
the Federation.
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Malaysia #2/
 The first several years of the country’s independence
were marred by a Communist insurgency, Indonesian
confrontation with Malaysia, Philippine claims to
Sabah, and Singapore’s departure from the Federation
in 1965.
 During the 22‐year term of Prime
Minister MAHATHIR bin
Mohamad (1981‐2003), Malaysia
was successful in diversifying its
economy from dependence on
MAHATHIR bin
Mohamad
exports of raw materials to the
development of manufacturing,
services, and tourism.
Singapore’s Parliament House
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Malaysia #3/
 Prime Minister Mohamad NAJIB
bin Abdul Razak (in office since
April 2009) has continued these
pro‐business policies.
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• Raleigh bikes Humber
• Gini measurement
• GDP
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